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PLAIN and FULL 


ACCOUNT, & 


SIR, 


a" S you have Ggnified your De- 


fire that I ſhould give you a diſ- 


tint Account of the practical 


Sees Tenets of the Religious Society 


to which I belong, I may pre- 


ſume you have ſufficient Knowledge of the 
Doctrine they contend for. But if you are un- 


acquainted with their Principles, they would 
direct you to the whole Word of God, taken 
in its moſt obvious and conſiſtent Meaning; 


for they have no formal Creed or Confeſſion 
of Faith to refer you to. However, you may 
ſee what they have to ſay from the Scrip- 


tures for the Doctrines in which they differ 


from other religious W in the Works 
etlers on * beron 


of Mr Jobn Glaſs, and th 
and Ajpaſio. 


My 10 T aſk is only to give you an 


A 2 Fellowſhip 


Churches, as far as we ean learn 


4 The Chriian Praga m the Church 
Fellowſhip and. Workhip, Diſcipline and 


. Duty, * that chiefly. in thoſe Particulars 


wherein they differ from others. In doing 
this, you may aſſure yourſelf, that I will 
omit no one of their Practices, public or pri- 


vate ; but you ſhall know all that I know, 


ſo far as Words can inform you. This I 
ſhall do the more explicitly, as I find you 
have heard; many 90 and evil — 


about _ 


That you may know diſtin ay the gene- 
ral Principles we go upon in our religious 
Practices, you may hea in Mind — 181 
wang Premiſes.” 


* 


41343 We chink lber obli iged to —_ 


an the Words of Chriſt and be Apoſtles in 


their: plain, obvious, and original Meaning; 


looking upon every Precept in the News- 
Teſtament” (except ſuch as may relate to 


what is properly miraculous; to'be he el 


upon us pray as en. as upon the fi 
— 


3 
4 15 


ne Practices of the primitive — and 
New-Teſtament how they walked, while 


the Apoſtles were with them, d their 


Order = Safe in the Faith, 
Es j Weatink ov ourſelves allo bene es. 


fully 


2. We think: „ 
the 


in St Martin's-le-grand. 3 
fully to avoid all the Things for which they 
were reproved, by our Lord or oy ef 


| Theſe Premiſes are ssd 1 the ge- 
neinl Faith of the Goſpel ; that Feſus'zs the 
Chriſt, the Son of the living God, and as ſuch, 
the only Prophet, Priqt and King of Gods 
Church: fo that, all the divine Knowledge 
we can poſſibly acquire is contained in his 
revealed Word, as he is the Prophet; all 
our Hope of Salvation is derived from the 
compleat Atonement he has made, and the 
perfect Righteouſneſs he has wrought out 
for Sinners, as he is the Prieſt; and we are 
therefore bound to do whatſoever he hath 
commanded us, as he is the * and Head 
of the Church. 


On theſe Principles ſeveral Churches' —_ 
deen formed, firſt in Scotland, after that in 
England, and more lately in America; who 
are all profeſſedly of one Heart and Soul, 
both in the Failb and in the Obedience of the 
Goſpel. That in London now confiſts of 
above an hundred Souls. To this Society 
I have belonged for fome Time, and am 
now able to give you the following Ace- 
count of our Worſhip and Order. 


We conſtantly meet together on the fo 
Day of the Week, and keep it as the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, in Commemoration of Chriſt's Re- 
_ aryection+ not only to pray: and hear the 
e e, n 
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Sabbath is 
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. The Cbriſtian Pructices of the Church 


Word; but particularly to break Bread, or 


communicate together in the Lord's Supper 3 


finding that the Churches which were under 
khe immediate Eye and Care of the Apoſtles 
did ſo “M Sabbatb'; fo that there is the 
ſame: Reaſon and Authority for the Break- 
ing of Bread; as for meeting together on 
that Day (a). We therefore think it un- 
ſeriptyural- and ſuperſtitious, to make ſuch 


2 Difference between the one and the other, 
as to celebrate the Lord's Supper yearly, 


quarterly of monbly; while the Chriſtian 
kept weekly. We look upon the 
Chriſtian. Sabbath. as deſigned for the Cele- 
bration of divine Ordinances; which are 
ſummarily compriſed, Acts ii. 42. in continu- 


ing ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and 


Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in 
Wn” fs 


Il being the unqueſtionable Duty of a 


Church to continue inſtant in Prayer, Rom. 


xii. 12, &c. not only the Elders or Paſtors 


of the Church are ingaged in this Duty; but 
likewiſe the Brethren are called upon by 
Name, three or four, and ſometimes more, 
one after another, to ingage in it. This is 
done in the Church, in the Morning of the 
Lord's Day. And as we are exhorted to pray 


for Kings and for all in Authority, 1 Tim. 


Hi, 1, 2. we therefore take Opportunity every 


when the Diſciples came 
preached unto them, 


Sabbath 


5 r to break Bread, Paul 


CERT 


in E Martin's-le- grand. 7 


Sabbath to ſupplicate Bleſſings upon. our 
nn King GuorGE, . 1 


At the Conclulen of every Prayer, whe- 
ther pronounced by the Elders. or the Bre- 


| thren, the whole Church ſay Amen, with 
an audible Voice; according to what is in- 


timated 1 Cor. xiv. 16 (5). The Lord's 
Prayer is uſed by us. at the 1 and 


at the Cloſe of * Worſhip. > 


To * is annexed the G of 
Singing, which is generally performed by 
us between the Prayers; and we make Uſe 
of the Pſalms of David, in a metrical 
Tranſlation, that is neareſt to the Original, 


ternoon Service, not only the Preaching and 
Expounding ; but eſpecially, the Reading 
of the Word: No leſs than four or five 


Chapters being read in the Morning Service, 


and as many in the Afternoon; . ſo conduct - 


ed, that in a Courſe of * no Part of 


the ſacred Word i is omitted. 44.2 e 


| In the Interval between the. Morning ard 
the Afternoon Service, we have our Love- 


Feaſts: of which every Member partakes : 


7 _ at the Houles of. ſuch. of the 
4 Brethren 
=” I Cor. xiv. 16, Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with 


the Spirit, how. ſhall he that occupieth the Room of 
the a a * at chy giving of Thanks, &. 


We have, both in the Morning and Af. 
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8 The Chriſtian Pratices of the Church 


| Brethren - who live ſufficiently near, and. 
whoſe Habitations are convenient for that 
Purpoſe. The Deſign of theſe Feaſts is to 
cultivate mutual Knowledge and Friendſhip, 
to teſtify that we are all Brethren of the 
ſame Family; that the Poor and Rich may 
partake together as upon a Level in the 
Fellowſhip; and that the Poor may have a 
comfortable Meal at the Expence of the 
more Wealthy. Our Warrant for this is 
the ſame that we have for keeping the firſt 
Day Sabbath; namely, the Practice of the 
Apoſtolic Churches; z intimated to us in 
1 Cor. xi. 20, 2 1. 2 Pet. ii. 13. Jude 12 (c). 
And herein we follow the Example of our 
Lord, who did frequently eat and drink 
with his Diſciples, both before and ed his 
8 | 

We cannot Allow any Member to be ab- 
bend from the Feaſt, either through Indifference 
or mere Inconvenience; for we conſider all 
the Church as one Family; and are ſenſible 
that this Duty is as clearly ſignified to us as 
that of keeping the firſt Day Sabbath. We 
do not indeed pretend to have any expreſs 
Direction or Rule for the preciſe Day, or 
e of of the "Days. in which thefe Feaſts 

: {4s i ould 


(c) 1 Cor. xi. 20; 21. This is not to eat the Lords 
Supper; for in eating every one taketh before other 
his own Supper. 2 Pet. ii. 13. Sporting themſelves 
wich their own Deceivings, while they feaft with you, 
Jude 12, Theſe are Spots in your * of Charity, 
when they feaſt with you, 
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Diſregard to the Authority of New- Teſta- 
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ſhould be obſerved; any more than we, or 


other Societies have for the preciſe Hour of 
Beginning and Ending divine Worſhip in 
the Morning or Afternoon of the Lord's 
Day: yet we have choſen the Time above 


ſpecified as the moſt proper; when the 


whole Church are together; no other Day or 
Time of the Day being found, wherein the 
Feaſt can be conducted with equal Conve- 
niency. At theſe Feaſts one Brother is call- 
ed upon to aſk a Bleſſing, and another to 


return Thanks, after which we ling a ſpiritual 


Song. 


This and other Opportunities we take for 


the Kiſs of Charity, or the ſaluting each other 
with an holy Kiſs. A Duty moſt expreſsly 
exhorted to no leſs than Fve Times in the 


| New-Teſtament, Rom. xvi. 16. 1 Cor. Avi. 


20. 2 Cor. Xii. 12, 1 Theſ. v. 26. 1 Pet, 
* * "> LTH ien. Ss Cad bf f * > #5. i " 

v. 14. We ate very certain, that this Ex- 

hortation was meant, underſtood and pracy 

* Ns... 1 s wa? ” FELER a8 % + Zo 72 5 4 

ticed literally: we therefore account all Ob- 


jections againſt it, and all Attempts: te-ſet 


it aſide, by ſubſtituting any other Form of 
Salutation in its room, to procee FEY 


ment Precepts, and to be the laying aſide 


one divinely appointed Mean for promoting 


that mutual Love which is eſſential in true 
Chriſtianity. 15 5639] nee cielo 
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10 The Chriftian Practices of the Church | 


We uſe it not only at the Tlie Feaſt 
den each Member ſalutes the Perſon that 
fits next him on each Side) but at the Ad- 

miſſion of a Member, and at other Times 
occaſionally, when it feems natural to give 
a Token of Love to each other. | 


In the Evening, before the Lord's Sup- 


r, we make a Collection every Lord's Day 
for the Support of the Poor, and defray ing 


other Expences. We take the Rule for it 
from 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2 (d). And from the 
Connection between the Fellowſhip and 

Breaking of Bread, intimated Acts ii. 42. 


This ſcriptural Method we prefer to any an- 


nual Subſcriptions, which are of mere mo- 
dern Contrivance. 


When this Collection is made, one of 
| 90 Elders proceeds to adminiſter the Lord's 
Supper, Which is done in the moſt ſimple 
Form, according to the Scripture, 


This 7 2 finiſhed, we proceed at laſt to 
another Chri 
the ö VIZ. © OA | Heb. iii. 18. 


(41 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Now conceming the Collection 
* the Saints; 2s 1 have given Order to the Churches 


of Galatia, ſo do ye: Upon the frft Day of the Wat 


let every one of you lay by him in Store.; as God hath 


him, &c. 


& { P 


ian Duty expreſsly required of 
. Theff, 


in $1 Martin's-le- grand. 11 


1 Theſ. iv. 18. Heb. x. 24, 25 (e). called 
Propheſying, probably meaning, the explaining 
of the Old- Teſtament Prophecies. See and 
read 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 2433. Accordingly, after 
Prayer, the Brethren are called upon to exhort 
one another; or to propoſe a Queſtion for Edi- 
fication, on ſome Portion of Scripture. 


4 


But this being the Time uſually appro- 
priated to hear ſuch as would ſpeak to the 
Church for Admiſſion, the Exhortation is 
ſometimes omitted; but then the ſame is 
attended to at our Church-Meetings on 
Tueſday and Friday Evenings at Six o'clock; 
as we are defirous to take frequent Oppor- 
tunities for putting each other in Mind of 
the manifold Grace of God, and to provoke 
one another unto Love and good Works. 


We practice the Baptiſi of Children, be- 
cauſe of ſuch (as our Lord avers) is the King- 
dom of Heaven; and therefore they are of 
the one Body to which the one Baptiſm be- 
longs—Becauſe the Ground of bis Faith, 
who in adult Age believes and is baptized, 
is the PROMISE which is to him and his 
Children; and fo is as good a Reaſon for 
their Baptiſm as for his on - Becauſe the 
E MEL | Current 
1 le) Heb. Hi. 13. Exbert one another daily. 1 Theſ. 
1 iv. 18. Wherefore comfort or exhor?t one another wi th 
2 theſe Words. Heb. x. 24, 25. Let us conſider one 
another to prov ole unto Love and good Works, not for- 
ſaking the a/emG/rng of ourſelves together, as the Mann er 
of ſome is, but eaborting one another, &c. 
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12 TheChridtian Prafices of the Chu rh. 


cutfent Addreſs of the Goſpel i is: Believe 
on the Lord Jeſus. Chriſty and thou ſhalt be. 
ſaved, and thy Honje,*” Acts xvi. 31. And the 


current Practice conſequent upon it Was, 


chat whole Houſholds were baptized, the Per- 
fon that believed, and ail bis ſtraightway.— 
And becauſe e are aſſuted that if but one 
of. the Parents believe, the Children are not 


cannot but apprehend that the Denial of it, 
and the Objections againſt it, intimate a Diſ- 

belief: and Denial of the Sovereignty and 
Freedom of divine Grace: as. if there muſt 
be ſometlüng in an Adult Perſon, to be a 
Ground of Hope towards God, which can- 
al. dem an Infant. 1 


"The Power of diving Grace and Snakes, 
rity has of late appeared very remarkable, 
ind bringing ſuch Numbers to give up their 
Obisctzans, and to own before the Church 
eir Oppoſition to it proceeded from 
the worſt of Poiociples s even the Denial of 
and an Oppaſition to that Grace which alone 
can 'fave, and give e 20 A guilty 
andiholpleſs. C 7 et 588 44 
rere 
IVY \Woaltgrerimbe: Linknwind of. acts 
:Blood,” and Things ſtrangled, i. e. Creatures 
choaked and ſuſfocated in- their Blood, or, 
as it is called, Gen. ix. 4. Floſbavilhh its Blood; 
"Fi er —.— bo the Gentile 


. * * * 


ER, * 8 
N : . Hen 45 74 ** 


* * 


unclean but.. bo/y, 1 Cor. vii. 14. Yea, we 


en 
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in St Martin's-le- grand. 13 
Converts, Acts xv. 20, 28, 29. xxi. 2 5 ( 7. ; 


And their abſtaining from theſe Thin nNgS is 
there inſiſted on as a neceſſary Term of of their- 


Communion in the Privileges of the Chriſtian 
Church: we likewiſe find this very Edict 
referred to, and declared to be binding upon 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, to his ſecond com- 
ing; Rev. ü. 24, 25 8). 


Since our Lord tells his Diſciples that 
they ought to waſh one another's Feet, ac- 


cording to the Example he gave them, John 


xiii. 14. 15 (H). we think this alſo incumbent 
upon us, whenever it can be an Act of Kind- 
nels to a Brother, ſo to do. | 5 


We reckon it unlawful to lay up Treaſures 
on Earth, by ſetting them apart for any diſ- 
tant, futore: uncertain Uſe: But think it 
incumbent on us to lay up Treaſure in Hea- 
ven, by giving Alms, Matt. vi. 19, 20. com- 
pared with Luke xii. 33. readily doing good 
to all Men, eſpecially to the Houſhold of 

Faith, 


(F) Ads xv. 28, 29 It ſeemed good to the holy 
Get and to us, Yo lay upon you no other Burden than 
theſe nece//ary Things ; that ye abſtain from, &c, 


le) Rev. ii. 24, 25. I will put upon you none other 
Burden, but that which ye have already; hold faft till 


I come. 

(% John ili. 14, 15. If I then, your Lord and 
Maſter, have wa/bed your Feet, ye ought alſo to aß one 
another's Feet: For I have given you an Example 7 2 
ye Wen do as I have done to you, 
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14 The Chriſtian Practices of the Church 
Faith, Gal. vi. 10. Every one therefore is 
to Wd upon all that he has in his Poſſeſſion 
and Power, as open to the Calls of the Poor 
and Church, to contribute according to his 
Ability, as every one has Need. A Reluct- 
ance to this, we eſteem one plain Effect and 
Evidence of Covetouſneſs. And as all the ſe- 
veral Churches in Connection with us have 
one Cauſe at Heart, aiming to maintain a 
cordial Friendſhip and open Fellowſhip with 
each other as much as poſſible, ſo — all 
think themſelves bound to contribute libe- 
rally for their mutual Aſſiſtance and Sup- 


rt, as Occaſjon may require. See 2 Cor. 


8th and gth Chapters. 


We think every Chriſtian muſt be a l 
Saber, ſubmitting himſelf in civil Concerns 
to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
Sake, punctually regarding the Rules laid 
down Rom xiii. 17. 1 Pet. ii. 13—17. 
This was required of the Diſciples and 
Churches, when they were under a tyrannical 
and perſecuting Government; and it cannot 
be leſs a Duty, under — PO 28 and 
* one. 


Though we do not find any + Pre- 
cept or Precedent in Scripture for family 
Prayer; yet we eſteem it the Duty of Maſ- 
ters and Parents, as it ſeems neceſſary for 
maintaining the Fear of God in a Family. 
But while we obſerve this Particular ſtrenu- 

| ouſly 


| 19g! ical Evaſions. We dare not make Laws 


in St Martin's- le- grancd. 25 | 
ouſly inſiſted on by many, who can in other 


2 2 evade ſome of the plaineſt and 


cleareſt Precepts and Precedents in the Word; 
it gives us Reaſon to ſuſpect, that they are 
influenced to their religious Practices, not by 
the Fear of God, the Authority of Chriſt, 
or the Spirit of Truth; but by the Faſhion 

of the Times, the Rules of Decency and 


Conveniency, a Regard for their worldly 


Reputation, or by ſome ſelf. righteous or 


ſuperſtitious Motives. The ſame Judgment 


we are obliged to form of thoſe, who make 


Conſcience "of keeping the firſt Day Sabbath ; 


but can neglect and even object to the week- 


1y Communion, and the brotherly Exhorta- 
tions; can even ridicule the Feaſts of Cha- 
rity and the holy Kiſs, and argue againſt Ab- 
ſtinence from Blood; Things as expreſsly 


mentioned in the Word, and even more fre- 
quently intimated and W than 1 


they contend for. 


We. judge it abſolutely neceſſary to avoid 


the Spirit and Practice of the ancient Phari- 
ſees, in making more Sins or Duties than 
the Seripture — made; and in making void 
the divine Precepts by human Traditions or 


where Chriſt has made none; nor Nee 
with any he has given us, 


Theneſber, as we cannot find where Diverſ- 
on, public or private, is forbidden; we account 
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16 The Chriſtian Praftices of the Church 
any Amuſement , lawful, that is not con- 


nected with Circumſtances really ſinful. Yet 


as we eſteem a Lot to be a ſacred Thing, 
Prov. xvi. 33 (i). we judge the uſing it in 
Diverſion to be unlawful, and are therefore 


againſt playing at Cards or Dice, &c. even 


as we ſhould be againſt EO the pers: 'of 
_ Lord in vain, | 


10 \ We "FR a Plurality AAA 3 4 


*Bithops, | in each of our Churches; as it is 


certain the primitive Churches had (4); Acts 
XxX. 17, Phil. i. 1, &c. The Apoſtles were 
particularly: concerned that every: Church 


-hould be thus furniſhed ; Acts xiv. 23 (. 


Ard Titus was ordered by Paul to ordaih 


Elaers in every City, Tit. i. g. We there- 
fore think it neceſſary that there ſhould be 
two Elders, at leaſt, preſent in every Act 


of Diſcipline, and at the Anme of 
the Lord's s Supper. 5.5.7 4 W N 


im order to know ho ſhould 1 
and ordained to the Elder*s Office, we look 


attentively into 1 Tim. iü. 17. Titus i. 


— where their A are pro- 
925 feſſedly 


i Prov. xvi: 33. The Lot is caſt into the Lap; but 
the del DiJpoſing thereof is of the Lond. 
Acts xx. 17. He ſent to Epheſus and called ths 


ee, Phi. i. 1. To all the Shine in 


Chriſt Jeſus, which are at FR PIs with the Biſoops and 
Deacons. N 

(1) AQs xiv. 23. And n they had ordained them 
Ellis in every Church. 
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feſſedly laid down. Wie eſteem it our Duty 
to chooſe ſuch to the Office, who appear to 
anfwer the ſcriptural Qualifications, not ob- 
jecting to any for want of human Learning 
or any ſuch Acquirements as are Errlene, 
thought neceſſary, that they might make 2 
decent, reputable Appearance in the World; 
ſuch Things not being at all mentioned by 
the Apoſtle among the neceflary Qualifica- 
tions. Neither do we think it any Hindrance 
to their Election, that they be ſuch as are 
engaged in Trade and Merchandiſe, or any 
Jawful Employment in Life; —_— that 
there were ſuch among the primitive Elders, 
who obtained their Subſiſtence by their own 
Labour, as is plainly hinted Acts xx. 34, 35 
(m). At the ſame Time we would reject from 
the Office all ſuch who had not theſe Scriptu- 
ral Qualifications, however learned, valuable 
or reputable they may otherwiſe be. We aim 
to keep exact and cloſe to the Scripture, 
neither inſiſting upon any more Qualifica- 
tions, nor being ſatisfied with any other or 
fewer, than what we find expreſsly pointed 
out to us in the Word. „ 
As to that Phraſe, The Huſband of one 
Wife; in the Greek, A Man of one Woman, 
1 Tim. iii: 2, 12. Tit. i. 6. we do not 
conceive that it ſtands abſolutely oppoſed to 
VT 9503010 = B gi © 4. avg 
a) Theſe Hands have miniſtered to my Neceſſities, &&. 
T have ſhewed you all things, how that / /abouring ye 
(Elders or Biſhops) ought to ſupport the weak, &c, 
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a, Perſon in ſingle Life, becauſe we find 
ſame of the Officers in the primitive Church, 
even Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, were un- 
married Perſons: neither can we think it 
ſtands oppoſed to the having two Wives at a 


ime, as 3 would be inconſiſtent with his 


being ſo much as a Member; and therefore 
25 be oppoſed to his having married a ſe- 
cond Wife. This Interpretation is ſuggeſted 
and confirmed by the ſimilar Phraſe, of the 
Widow's having been the Wife of one Man, 


1 Tim. v. 9. It one that is an Elder, being 
à Widower, ſhould chooſe to marry a ſecond 


Wife, he is not reſtrained from it; only in 
that Caſe, he is to lay down his , and 
become a 1 Member. 


en any one (or more) of the Brethren 


is found to anſwer the Deſcriptions of a 
Biſhop or Elder, he is choſen, and called by 
the Church to the Office, and ordained by 
Prayer and Faſting, and the laying on of the 
Hands of the CREE or Elderſhip; who 
likewiſe.on-this Occaſion give him the right 


Hand of Fellowſhip, Gal. 1i. 2 And inſtead 
m 


of giving him any Charge of merely human 


Compoſition, the Charge which we find in 
1. Tim. vi. 10—16. or ſome other ſuitable 
Part. of that Epiſtle, is read diſtinctly to 
him by one of the Elders; in — 8 the 
whole Church ſignify their — by 
Wing Amen. 


» 


The 


r 
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The Choice and Ordination of a Deacon 


(whoſe Qualifications are deſcribed: 1 Tim. 


Ii. 8— 13.) is done in much the ſame Way, 
only without Faſting and the right Tice of 
Fellowſhip. 


We are willing to receive into our Commu- 


nian even the pooreſt and vileſt of Mankind, 


who by their Profeſſion appear to underſtand 


and believe. the TRUTH 3; who profeſs Re- 
pentance from dead Works, whether Pha- 
riſaical or Profane, and diſcover a Readi- 


neſs to do whatever Chriſt has commanded. 


This Profeſſion is made before the whole 
Church ; when the Elders firſt, and after- 


wards the other Members, aſk ſuch Queſti- 
ons as they find neceſſary, until the whole 


Church are ſatisfied. 


On theſe Occaſions, Opportunity is fre- 
quently taken to enquire and exhort concern- 


ing a conſcientious Regard to Cioſel-Prayer, 
Family: Religion, and Relative DUTIES. 


When the Church are all agreed to receive 
any into their Fellowſhip,. Prayer is offered 


UP: attended with the Impoſition of Hands 


the Perſon. received, as a ſcriptural 


| Token of Bleſſing in the Name of the Lord, 


. the Elders and Members ſa- 


lute him with the holy Kiſs, to teſtify perſon». 
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ally and ſingly that they heartily welcome him 
into the Fellowſhip, and love him for the 


Sake of the Truth he has profeſſed. 


In Matters of Offence, or in any Caſes 
wherein the Scriptures require Admonition and 
Cenſure, we aim to follow, with the utmoſt 
Exactneſs, the Rules that are given us in 
Matt. xvili. 15—17. 1 Cor. v. 6—13. 2 Theſ. 
il. 1 115. and 1 in other Places. 


- We judge it our Duty to admoniſh 1 
cenſure a Brother or Siſter for any Breach 


of Brothberly Love, and for any Act of 5 


We dare not continue in our Fellowſhip 
any Railers, Drunkards, Extortioners, Un- 


juſt, Fornicators, or unclean Perſons ; any 
Sabbath-Breakers, profane Swearers, or 
Perjurers ;; any Children diſobedient to their 


Parents, Servants diſobedient to their Maſ- 
ters, Subjects diſaffected to their King or 
Government, any Smugglers, or ſuch asrefuſe 
To give to all their Dues; any covetous Per- 


ſons, or ſuch as are diſcontented with their 


Lot in Providence, &c. &c. In a Word, 
we are for cutting off, or turning away from, 


all ſuch as are of any of the Characters men- 
tioned 1 Cor. v. 11. 2 Tim. iii. 2—7. and 


if there be any other Thing that is ry 
— Doctrine, 1 Tim i. 9 10. 8 
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When any particular Act, diſcovering ſuch 
Characters, is found to be committed by a 


Member ; he is to be rebuked and cenſured 
for it, and treated as we are directed Matt. 


viii. 15, 16 m). If after theſe previous | 
Steps are taken, the Perſon juſtifies his Prac- 1 
tice, or perſiſts in it, he muſt be brought be- 9 


fore the Church, and if he will not — the a 


Church, he muſt be cut off. If it appears j 
that the Perſon be only overtaken in a Fault, 5 
we are to reſtore him in the Spirit of Meek- Y 
neſs, on his appearing to repent, Gal. vi. 1. 1 
But if what he is juſtly charged with be a 1 
ſcandalous Crime, or found to have been his | 
habitual Practice, an immediate Excom- 11 


munication is required, according to 1 Cor. 
v. 5, 13. | | 


When a Perſon is excommunicated, it is i 
done in the Preſence of the whole Church; * 
his Crime or Crimes are ſpecified, are at: 
teſted with clear ſatisfactory Evidence, and 6 


are proved by the divine Word to be con- 
trary to the Will of God, and the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. And when the Church are —— 
that this ſolemn Act ſhould paſs; ſuitable 
Supplication is offered up, one of the Elders 


Praying, Nahe Mouth of the Church, has 
the 


—Þ m) 3 xvili. 1 5, 16, If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs 
againſt thee, go and tell him his fault, between thee and 
him alone: if he ſſrall hear thee, thou haft gained thy Bros 
ther. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee 
one or two more, &C. 
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the Tranſaction may be bleſſed to him for 


the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spi- 
rit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus, 1 Cor. v. 5. 


A Perſon thus excommunicated is to be 
treated by us, not merely as we would one 
who never made the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; 
but we are to be ſhy of his Company, as 
the Jews were of an Heathen Man and a 
Publican, Matt. xvii. 17. For there is a 
Familiarity allowed us towards Fornicators, 
&c. of this World, which we are forbid- 
den to uſe towards Perſons of the ſame Cha- 
racters, who have made the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion: far with fuch we are commanded 
not to eat; i. e. in any ſuch Manner as would 
intimate a familiar Friendſhip, 1 Cor. v. 9, 


10, 11. We are obliged to look upon fuch 


an one the Light of an Apoſtate from the 
Faith, or from the Obedience of it, and his 
Condition to be more dangerous and deplor- 
able, than that of one who never * 


the Faith, 2 Pet. ii. 20—22 (o). 


We find it indeed lawful to wceive weh 
an one a ſecond Time; but not without the 


falleſt Evidenee of Repentance that can be 


given, 


5 6 Pet. ii. 3 If aſter they have eſcaped 


the Pollutions of the World, through the Knowledge 


of the Lord: and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, they are again 
entan * ed therein, and overcome; the latter End is worſe 
em than the Beginning, &c. . 
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given, even to that of his being in danger 
of being ſwallowed up with overmuch ſor- 
row, 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. But if this Perſon ſhould 
incur the Cenſure of the Church after this 
ſecond Reception, and be caſt out; we dare 
not receive him again: partly becauſe we 
have no ſcriptural Inſtance of a third Recep- 
tion of the ſame Perſon; and partly becauſe 
it is impoſſible we ſhould obtain a fuller Evi- 
dence of Repentance than that which he 
had given before, and which has in fact been 
roved to be hypocritical. Such is the ſo- 


temn Check which the appointed Church- 


Diſcipline puts upon all Diſobedience to the 
Will and Goſpel of Chriſt! L 
But After * we have no Scripture War- 
rant to inflict upon an excommunicated 
Perſon any Penalty. We deteſt the Thought 


of attempting to deprive him of any of 


his civil Liberties and Privileges; on the 
contrary, we are as careful as we can be, 
that he ſhould ſuſtain no Injury in his world- 
ly Reputation or Intereſt by it; that ſo No- 
thing but the Authority of Chriſt in his 
Word may ſtrike his Conſcience to ng 
him to Repentance. 


Thus far we have learned from Scripture, 
the Courſe of our Duty relating to ordinary 
Caſes 3 but we are far from thinking our- 
ſelves 2 infallible or perfect: in the Know- 


8 "Pp 
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ledge of Scripture-Truth or Duty, As e 
proceed in our Chriſtian Fellowſhip, Cir- 
cumſtances may, doubtleſs, occur, which 
may be a Means of correcting Miſtakes, or 
obtaining further Knowledge; but ſo far as 
we have attained, it 1s certainly our Duty 
to walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the 
ſame Thing, without being intimidated or 
ſlackened therein by the Frowns or Smiles 
of thoſe around. Many Caſes may occa/ion- 
ally occur, which will demand the conſci- 
entious Attention of the Church, and a joint 
diligent Search to know what the Will of the 
Lord is. But we are not for perplexing our- 
ſelves with ſuppoſed Caſes; ſuch as never have 
happened and never may: thinking ourſelves 
under no Neceſſity to come to any explicit 
Agreement upon any merely ſuppoſed Caſe z 
until it actually ariſes in the Church, and we 
are Fantec to conſider it. 


In every Church- Tranſaction, whether it 
be receiving, cenſuring, or expelling Mem- 
bers, chooſing Officers, or the like; we e- 
. ſteem Unanimily to be abſolutely neceſſary. 
Nothing 1 is decided by the Vote of a Ma- 
Jority, but by the moſt explicit Agreement 
of every Member preſent. For this Pur- 
pole, whenever any Thing is to be deter- 
mined, the Name of every Member is call- 
ed over in Order, and each one diſtinctly 


has 9 and ä to inquire or 
5 | object 
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Object, as his own Judgment and Conſcience” 


may dictate; and nothing is ordinarily effect- 


ed, till the whole Church preſent have ex- 


preſſed their Agreement to and Satisfaction 


with what is propoſed. In ſome Caſes in- 
deed there are diſſenting Voices. The Rea- 


ſons of the Diſſent are thereupon propoſed 
and conſidered. If they are Scriptural, the 


whole Church has Cauſe to change its Opi- 
nion: if not, and the Perſon perfiſts in his 
. Oppoſition to the Word of God, the Church 


1 


is bound to reject him. 


Such an Unanimity as this we think not 
only poſſible and practicable ; but actually 
required in a Church, and neceſſary to their 
cordial, conſcientious, and comfortable Fel- 


lowſhip. It is promiſed, Jer. xxxii. 39 (p). 
It was prayed.for by him whom the Father 


heareth always, John xvii. 21—23 (q). It is 
exemplified Acts iv. 32 (r). It is illuſtrated 


by the Similitude of a natural Body and its 
various Members, 1 Cor. xii, 12-27. It is 


exborted to and required 1 Cor. 1. 10. and. 


Phil, 


) Jer. xxxii. 39. I will give them one Hqart and one 


May; that they may fear me, &c. 


: (a) John xvii. 21—23. That they all may be one: 
that they may be one even as we are one: I in them, and 


thou in me: that they may be made perfect in one, &c. 


(H Adds ir. 32. And the multitude of them that be- 


lieved were of one Heart _ one Soul, 
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Phil. ii. 2 (c). And the Ground of it. is 
clearly explained, Eph. iv. 4— 6 (t). And 
wherever it does really exiſt, we count it an 


Effet of the ſame: ſupernatural Power, 
which 9 3 to be united in the 


: Faith. 


We dare not eſteem any of the Precexits 
or Duties of the Goſpel trivial or punctilious; 
nor admit of ſuch a Diſtinction between great 
and little, moral and poſitive, ſubſtantial and 
circumſtantial, more or leſs weighty; as ſhall 
give way to the omitting any Thing that 
iS required, or the committing] any Thing 


that is forbidden: Knowing that Man fell 


at firſt and ruined all his Poſterity, by the 
Breach; not of a moral, but of a poſitive 
Precept; even ſuch an one as our Reaſon 
would be apt to judge punctilious, trivial 
and! 4 We remember likewiſe 
what our Lord ſays. He that breaketh one 
of itlieſe eaſt Commandments, and ſhall teach 
Men ſo, he- ſhall be called the leaſt in the 


gon of Heaven. Ina Word, we con- 


ceive 


Nr Corel. 10 erbat. ye be perfacihy zumal together 


in the ſame Mind, and in tbe ſam Judgment. Phil. ii. 2. 


Fulſil ye my Joy, that ye be lite minded, . the 
op” Love, being of© one Aa, of one * Mind. 


(i) Eptiiiv; 46. There is or Body 22d 5969 Hirte 
even as 7 are called in one Hope of TY Calling; # one 
Tord, on Fatth, Kc. as | 
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central Duty of Chriſtians, and the great 
Evidence of true Chriſtianity, is Brotberly 
Love for the Truth's Sake, exerciſing and 
diſcovering itſelf in the various Ways which 
the Scripture directs: which, viewed in its 
full Extent, is the fulfilling of the Law. 
For no Breach of the divine Law, and no 
Diſaffection to the Goſpel, can appear upen 
any in the Fellowſhip, but this Brotherly 
Love teaches to check it, reprove it, cenſure 
it, and, if neceſſary, to caſt the Delinquent dut 
of the Church, for the Deſtruction of the 
Fleſn, &c. while the ſame Love teaches to 
cheriſh and encourage what appears agreeable 
to Goſpel Truth and Duty; and excites to 
2 the Tempted relieve the Diſtreſſed, 
ſupport the Weak, ſupply the Poor and Ne- 
eeiſitous; and in a Word, to bear one ano- 
ther's Burdens, and ſo fulfil We Law of 
* Chriſt,” Gal. vi. 2. 


No Forbearance dare we 1 beſides a 
Forbearance with Perſons different natural 
Tecpers, and Capacities, and the like; or 
forbearing with them for a Time, - while the 
ſcriptural Methods are taking to convince 
them of and recover them from the Error 


of their Ways. We can, and ought thus 
E Ws 
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_ far, forbear one another in Love, Eph. iv. 2. 
More than this, would be the hating our 
Brother in our Hearts, by ſuffering Sin upon 
him. The mutual Forbearance required in 
| Rom. 34th, we apprehend extends only to 
the Jeroiſb Diſtinctions about Meats and 
Days, manifeſtly ſpoken of there; which 
; Was allowed and required while the old Co- 
venant was vaniſhing away: but we cannot 
ſuppoſe, the Apoſtle intended in that Diſ- 
. Courſe to render any one chriſtian Precept or 
; Appointment indifferent. 


Upon the above Principles, we are oblig- 
| . to ſearale from the Communion and 
Worſhip of all ſuch religious Societies, as 
appear to us to be not profeſſing the ſimple 
Truth for their only Ground of Hope, or not 
| walking in Obedience to it : which we are 
directed and encouraged to do in 2 Cor. vi. 
1418. vii. 1. And we judge, we have a 
natural Right from the Principle of Liberty 
of Conſcience, to make and maintain ſuch 
Separation; while we allow to others the 
ſame Liberty, without e or * 

tation. 


But though v we cannot extend our Chriſtian 
Charity beyond theſe Limits; yet we are rea- 
. dy to do good to all Men as we _ — 
e and om | 
We 
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We think it our Duty as much as in us 
lies, to live peaceably with all Men; to be 
. obedient to Magiſtrates, and to avoid and 
diſcountenance every Thing that may diſ- 
_ the Peace of the State or Neighbour- 


We are utterly againſt aiming to promote 
the Cauſe we contend for, either by creep- 
ing into private Houſes, or by cauſing our 
Voice to be heard in the Streets or in the 

Fields, or by officiouſly obtruding our Opt- 
nions upon others fn Converſation, We only 
hold forth our Doctrine by public reading 
and preaching the Word, ſtanding faſt to- 
gether in the Faith of the Goſpel, and prac- 
tiſing what our Lord hath commanded us; 
and are ready to give an Anſwer to every one 
that aſketh the Reafon of our Hope and 
Practice; and todo it with Meekneſs towards 
Men, and without Reſerve, in the Fear of 
od, 1 Pet. iii. 15. ve e 


* 


- Tf then we are reproached and hated, be- 
cauſe we confine our Chriſtian Charity with- 
in ſuch ſeemingly narrow Limits, or for our 
following the Practices of the primitive 
Chriſtians; we are willing to ſuffer it for 
Conſcience Sake; without reſiſting Evil, but 
aiming to overcome Evil with Good; know- 
ing it to be our Duty, to love our Enemies, 


to bleſs them that curſe us, to do Good to o_ 
| that 
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that hate us, and pray for them that deſpitefully 
uſe us and perſecute us: Remembering the 
momentous Import of thoſe Words, 2 Tim. 
ii. 12. If we fuffer with him, we ſhall alſo 
reign with him: : if we deny him, he alſo 

will deny us:” This reconciles us to Shame 

and Contempt, in Hope that our Reproach 
will he rolled away, when “ Chriſt thall come 
to take Vengeance upon them that know not 
Sod and obey not his Goſpel; and ſhall 
come to be glorified in his Saints and to 0 
admired in all them that believe.“ 


5 Thus. Sir, I have given you as clear and 
Giſfinct a View of our Diſcipline, Order, &c. 
as I can in Words: but nothing can afford 
40 familiar an Idea of theſe Things as the 
» being intereſted in them, or Spectators _ 
them. Were you a frequent Spectator, I 
Mill not venture to ſay wbat Effect ĩt would 
ichaye upon our Mind: perhaps what you 
might obſerve, would appear ſtrange, and on 
that Account diſguſtful; being ſo very dif- 
ferent fm the uſual Method of Worſhip 
and Fellowſhip: but. I muſt be of Opinion, 
that it ould be very ſtriking to the lind 
of one who has nothing but the divine 
Word for his Rule; — .Fh the Things he 
ill obſerve will be found ſo exactly ſcriptural. 
Whsther or no you will chooſe to take Lot 
_ u oe Os the Comfort of "Love, pd 
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an Union with ſuch as are for doing what- 
ever Chriſt has commanded, I leave to your 
own Judgement; having no better wiſh for 
my deareſt Friend, than that he ſhould not 
be aſhamed of the Teſtimony of our Lord; 

but be Partaker of the Afflictions, and there- 


with, of the Conſolations of the Goſpel, ac- 
2 to the Power of God. 


* | | I remain 


Yours, &c. 
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